
DUXBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
School Committee Minutes 

Wednesday, November 20, 2019 
6:00pm, Alden School, Rm. 104 

 
 

I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance:  6:01pm 
Mrs.  Adams convened the meeting at 6:01 p.m.  Motion was made to enter into Executive 
Session to discuss strategy as it relates to negotiation of the Superintendent’s contract which 
would have a detrimental effect on the position of the governing body if the discussion were in 
open session.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Adams, yes; Mr. Gambino, yes; Mrs. Bresnehan, yes 

 
Mrs.  Adams re-convened the meeting in open session at 6:09pm. 
 
Present:  John Antonucci, Danielle Klingaman, Catherine Blake, Julia Adams, Matthew 
Gambino, Kellie Bresnehan, Shannon Moesaa via teleconference. 
Absent:  Peter Quigley 

 Student Representative:  Tanner Campbell  
 

II. Approval of November 6, 2019 meeting minutes: 
Motion:  Mr. Gambino 
Second:  Mrs. Bresnehan 
Unanimous  

  
III. Public Comment:  No Public Comment  

● Tracy Schwartz spoke about concerns for student safety. 
 

IV. Reports for the School Committee 
 

A. Superintendent:  No report 
 

B. Assistant Superintendent 
● Dr. Klingaman presents an overview of the Title 1 program to the committee 

highlighting the purpose of Title 1 funds, how the government determines the amount 
that each town receives, the processes involved in determining students who qualify 
for intervention programs, and the resources available.   Dr. Klingaman reports that 
Duxbury received $87,790 which has been designated to support Chandler and Alden 
students. 
 

C. Business Manager 
● Mrs. Blake reports that the district has recently contracted with “The Spyglass 

Group” who are a cost consulting firm that will be reviewing the district’s telecom 
invoices for potential savings.  

● Mrs. Blake informs the committee that both the Town and School departments are 
currently switching over to a new payroll system (Harpers).  Training will run 
through December with the system scheduled to go live in January. 
 

D. Student Representatives (Tanner Campbell) 



● Chandler Preschool and Kindergarten students held their first “Helping Hands” event 
of the year with a Thanksgiving food drive with proceeds going to the Duxbury 
Interfaith Council. 

● Alden is having a Community Readers Day on November 21 in which they are 
planning on having over 20 community members reading to the students. 

● Alden’s Kids Care Club will be collecting non-perishable food items next week to be 
donated to local food pantries. 

● DMS teachers recently celebrated World Kindness Day. 
● MS. Coyne met with students from each grade to discuss the successes of term 1 and 

to set goals for term 2. 
● The senior class play is being held this weekend on Saturday and Sunday. 
● DHS held parent teacher conferences last week with over 550 conferences scheduled. 
● The National Honor Society will be holding a Savers drive throughout the week. 
● Yearbook superlatives will be given out at the Senior Class Breakfast on the half-day 

Wednesday before Thanksgiving. 
● Powderpuff football originally scheduled for tomorrow has been postponed. 
● Tomorrow is the second day of the BALANCE initiative with the focus being on ‘A’ 

for Appreciation. 
 

E. School Committee Chair 
● Mrs. Adams reports that both herself and Mrs. Bresnehan attended the annual MASC 

conference last Friday and participated in workshops on Personalized Learning and 
SEL. 

● Mrs. Adams informs the committee that the Student Opportunity Act has passed in 
the legislature and will now go to Governor Baker for his signature. 

 
V. Discussion Items 

 
A. Proposed revisions to Memorandum of Understanding Between the Duxbury Public 

Schools and the Duxbury Police Department 
John Antonucci, Chief McDonald, SRO Mike Bolze 
● Dr. Antonucci updates the committee of some of the revisions to the Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) between the School and Police department which is used in 
order to clarify the roles of each of the two departments who share the cost of a 
School Resource Officer.  The updated MOU has clearer language concerning 
guidelines for information sharing, supervision and chain of command, an articulated 
cost sharing agreement, new language about integrating the SRO into the District, 
improvements to the SRO selection process which ensures significant input from the 
schools, and requires ongoing Professional Development for both the SRO and 
District Staff. 

    
B. Duxbury Youth Softball:  Application for Community Preservation Act funding 

 
● Kelly Laviolette, President of Duxbury Youth Softball, informed the committee of an 

approved funding request for $78,993.69 through the Community Preservation Act.  
These funds will cover the cost of construction of 4 dugouts, 2 at Train Field and 2 at 
the upper High School Field, and the cost of irrigation at Onion Field. 
 

C. FY’21 Budget Deliberations 
 



● The School Committee held deliberations concerning the FY’21 School Operating 
Budget. By request of the Town the School Committee has put forth two different 
budgets (Budget A, Budget B) due to Proposition 2 ½ override concerns.   Budget A 
totals $37,783,809 which is a 2.29% increase over FY’20.  Budget B totals 
$38,568,809 which is a 4.42% increase over FY’20.   The Committee held further 
discussion where members voiced their thoughts and concerns on the impacts of the 
proposed FY’21 Budget (both Budget A and Budget B).    There was further 
discussion on what parents can do in support or non-support of the budget along with 
thoughts on how budget information and needs can be more effectively 
communicated throughout the community  
 

VI. Action Items:   
 
A. Vote to approve FY’21 Capital Budget:  

 
Motion:  Mr. Gambino 
Second:  Mrs. Bresnehan 
Unanimous 

 
B. Vote to approve Superintendent’s contract extension: 

 
Motion:  Mrs. Bresnehan 
Second:  Mr. Gambino 
Unanimous 

 
 

VII. Correspondence, other comments, and issues for consideration at future meetings: 
No action taken. 
 

VIII. Public Comments:   
● Lynne Greenwood and Shannon Godden spoke concerning the FY’21 Budget. 

 
IX. Adjourn: 

 
Motion was made to adjourn meeting at 7:46pm 

Motion:  Mr. Gambino 
Second:  Mrs. Bresnehan 
Unanimous 

 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, December 4, 2019, 6:00pm, Alden School, Room 104 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Suzanne Hughes 
Duxbury Business Office 
 


